Our Lady of Lourdes

Wanstead

Dear Parishioner

In an age of ‘super technology’ and sophisticated communication methods, the humble parish may lag behind a little. We use what methods and means we have, however simple, to keep people informed of ‘who’s who and what’s what’ in the community.

This little production aims to do just that. It’s a handy reference point, giving information on the various parish groups etc. 

I hope you find it useful.

From time to time it will be updated.

God bless you

Father Patrick J. Sammon

Parish Priest

OUR LADY OF LOURDES, WANSTEAD

51 Cambridge Park

Wanstead E11 2PR
Tel: 020 8989 2074

Fax: 020 8532 9091

Email: wanstead@dioceseofbrentwood.org
Website:  www.ourladyoflourdeswanstead.com
PASTORAL TEAM 

Father Patrick J. Sammon, 

Caroline Anthony, Maureen Brazier,

Audrey Castelino, Christine Curtis, 

Louise Jarvis, Sheila Lovell

Margaret Monahan,

Parish Catechetical Co-ordinator Marie Francis
Also in residence:

Father Kieran Dodd (retired Parish Priest of Becontree)


Parish Secretary: Grace Harding – Mon to Fri 10am- 1pm

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

6.30pm Saturday evening

Sunday:   9 30am     11.30am    6.30pm

Holydays of obligation


Vigil Mass 8pm, Holyday 7.00am, 9.15am, 8.00pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturdays 10.00 – 10.30am and 5.30 – 6.00pm and on request at the Presbytery if a priest is available.

CONVENTS WITHIN THE PARISH

The Mercy Convent
The Consolata Convent

57 Cambridge Park
13 The Avenue

Wanstead
Wanstead

E11 2PR
E11 2EE

Tel: 020 8989 3142
Tel: 020 8989 6186
PARISH RECORDS

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish has a comprehensive record of parishioners on a database, which assists the smooth operation of parish affairs. However it is most important that these records are kept up to date. If you are new to the parish, and if you have not already done so, please complete a Registration Form, which is to be found in a container in the Church foyer. 

The form is designed to obtain the minimum required information and it is hoped you will find it self-explanatory.

To maintain correct records it is also important that the following changes are notified in writing to the parish office.

1. If you move from the parish or even move within the parish boundaries the records need to be changed.

2. Family changes such as: -

· Births – additions to the family need to be notified for sacramental preparation etc.

· Marriages

· Any other relevant details that you may need to change i.e. phone numbers etc.

Please remember parish records will only be correct if everyone remembers to supply up to date details. 

Ministries & Liturgy
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ALTAR SERVERS

The Parish is fortunate to have a large number of altar servers, commensurate with the large number of services in the Parish. The majority are children and young people, about eighty in all, who serve regularly at Sunday Masses. Most start serving at age eight or nine following a short course of training but others have joined the team of servers later in their early teens. Initial training courses take place at least once a year. They are announced in Mass and in the Parish Newsletter over a period of several weeks before the course begins.

In addition to the happy band of younger servers, the Parish is unusual in having a substantial group of women and men who serve mainly at the weekday morning Masses and at funerals. Most have started their careers as servers at a more mature age, somewhat over eight or nine; others have returned to service many years after serving as a child.

All servers who have trained and served regularly and reliably for an appropriate period are enrolled in the Guild of St Stephen.

Serving at Altar is a wonderful and important ministry within the Parish. It teaches humility and self-sacrifice, self-discipline and teamwork; it brings those fortunate enough to be called to service closer to the Lord in the Liturgy and into a new circle of fellowship.

Would be servers, boys and girls, young and older, men and women are very much welcomed from all sections of our Parish Community; all that is required is a sincere desire to serve.

If you or your child is interested in serving at the Altar, contact: -

 Fr Sammon.

ASSOCIATION OF READERS

The parish has organised a large group of parishioners as readers of the Holy Word. These Ministers of the Word undertake to do the readings and bidding prayers at all Sunday and weekday masses. They are organised on a rota, which they receive every three months so they are able to practise the readings and therefore fully understand and proclaim God’s word. If you would like to become a reader please contact Father Sammon. 

The coordinator is Lisa McCaughley 8532 2826

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION

The parish is fortunate to have over 150 dedicated Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. They are invited by Fr Sammon to undertake this ministry and after period of training are commissioned for this liturgical role. They assist with the distribution of Holy Communion at both Sunday and weekday Masses and their duties are arranged on a three monthly rota system.

Ministers also take Holy Communion to the many sick and housebound members of the parish community from Mass each Sunday. 

The coordinator is Maureen Brazier 8989 4119

PARISH CHOIR

The Parish Choir always needs singers in all departments: sopranos, altos, tenors and basses.

We meet every Thursday for rehearsal at 8pm, normally in the Pastoral Centre and sing at the 11.30 Mass on Sundays and at other Parish Festivals.

You are welcome to come along without commitment.

Although being able to read music and/or some experience in choral singing are advantages, they are not necessary. So if you can sing and think you might enjoy singing in a choir, please give us a try.

If you value the musical tradition of the parish, play a part in its continuation and development!

If you are interested, telephone Roderick Sime, the Parish Organist and Choir Master on 020 8530 8474, email music@ourladyoflourdeswanstead.com or just come up and talk to him after the 11.30 Sunday Mass. You will be very welcome.

JUNIOR CHOIR

The Junior Choir is a group of young people from the age of 8 years to 17 years. We meet every Monday evening in the Church from 7-8pm (except during school holidays and Bank holidays). We prepare the music for the Sunday 10am Mass. This Mass is usually thought of as the Family Mass and it is lovely to see so many children/young people involved in the music, readings, offertory and all parts of the Eucharistic celebration. We work closely with the Children’s Liturgy co-ordinators and try, where ever possible, to make the music match the theme of the readings.

We support both the First Holy Communion and Confirmation programmes by providing music for these very special occasions. We often join the Adult Choir and both groups support and learn from this experience.

Each summer we close the group from the end of July until school reopens in September. We usually take the young people bowling, to the cinema or a treat of their choice as a thank you for all the hard work and commitment.   

It is important to stress that this is a huge commitment being part of this special choir, as our young people depend heavily on their parents and family to bring them along each Monday for practise and Sunday morning for the Mass. Without this commitment our group would not exist. I can only praise and thank these parents and have no doubt that the future of our church is it’s young people and that many of the group will in years to come be supporting their children in choir groups just like ours.

For any more information please contact Raphaela Derrick on:  020 8530 2936
Children’s Liturgy of the Word in the Pastoral Centre

  
In 2002 the Children’s Liturgy of the Word sessions in the Pastoral Centre started and it has proved a popular event with the children ever since with an average of 60 attending each session.
Twice a month during term time the Children are invited to spend half the 9 30  Mass in the Hall. There they say prayers, and the Gospel is explained to them in terms they can understand. The children also have the opportunity to colour in worksheets before returning to Mass for the Offertory procession when they can hold up their work in front of the Altar. The teaching is targeted at children aged 4 to 7, although younger children can attend if their parents accompany them. The sessions are quite structured as we only have the children for about 20/30 minutes.

Volunteers to help out on these sessions are always welcome as we are required to operate a ratio of 1 adult to 6 children so we need at least 10 adults at each session. Volunteers fall into two categories: those who actually teach/lead the sessions and those who help out. Training is provided for those who wish to teach and all volunteers are subject to a Criminal Records Bureau check. Anyone interested in helping out can contact Elizabeth Leonard 8989 8173 or Marianne Noble 8530 1546.

SENIOR CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Children are the Church of today and the hope of tomorrow

The senior children’s liturgy group at Our Lady of Lourdes, offers children who have made their first Holy Communion, the opportunity to become more involved in the Mass.  

We are looking for confident readers for the first and second readings and for the bidding prayers, at the busy Family Mass. We also welcome children who are interested in bringing the gifts up to the altar in the offertory procession.

Children are also invited to participate in events celebrating liturgical seasons - we recently welcomed many children of all ages, keen to take an active role in the 2006 Christmas Eve Mass and we are presently planning events for the Easter season.

Using a rota system, a group of children will read at Mass once a month, rehearsing the readings and offertory procession in church on the morning before Sunday’s Mass. Children are not required to make a long-term commitment to the group and we welcome all those who come forward.

For further details contact: Vanessa 0208 530 4809 or Nicky 0208 532 9570
WELCOME GROUP

The parish has organised a group of volunteer families and individuals to, wherever possible, be in the church porch half an hour or so before each weekend mass to welcome parishioners and hand out hymn books and newsletter etc., and especially to greet visitors to our church. The Ministers of Welcome are organised on a rota basis but are always looking for new volunteers. 

For further details, please contact Maxime Battams on 8530 3563.
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Every Friday, except for the month of August, the Blessed Sacrament is exposed in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel from the end of morning mass approx. 9 45 am until 7 pm. There is a rota of “watchers”, but anyone is welcome to, and encouraged to, visit the church during the day to spend some time before Our Lord. 

For further details please contact Audrey Castelino 8989 3566  

FLOWER ARRANGING GROUP

Flower arranging plays a particular role in enhancing the beauty of our lovely Church. Apart from Lent and Advent, arrangements are provided every week of the liturgical year.

Easter, Christmas and other festivals, occasional flowers in abundance; weddings and funerals provide scope for particular arranging skills. The provision of memorial and celebratory flowers in the Lady Chapel has proved very popular among parishioners.

Assistance would be welcome from any parishioner with some experience in flower arrangement, especially at festivals and weddings. 

Please contact the Flower Arranger Margaret Shiel on 8989 9918
CHURCH CLEANING

The church is cleaned every week by a group of volunteers. At present we have four groups with five to six people in each group. Three of the groups clean the church on a Monday morning after the 9.15 mass and one group on Tuesday night.

Ideally it would be nice to have more volunteers for each group as from time to time not all members of a group can attend and therefore the group may be down in numbers for the week they do the cleaning.

We do have some men in the groups but we are always looking for more to help out!!

Once a year, usually before Christmas we do a thorough clean of the church when all the groups join in.

For more information please contact: -

 Joan Farrelly 8530 6793 or Marie Ryan 8530 6223.

REPOSITORY

Our Repository is in the church porch and we are open after Sunday masses and also after 9.15 mass on Wednesday morning.

We have a good selection of holy medals and a wide variety of statues. We have a large stock of candles, gifts and cards for all occasions including Baptisms, First Holy Communion and Confirmation. Sunday Missals and a variety of prayer books, children’s bibles, are usually available from stock and we are happy to order Weekday Missals, Morning and Evening Prayer Books on request. We carry cards for St. Patrick’s Day, Easter and Christmas during the appropriate seasons.

If you do not see what you want, please ask. We have limited display space and may have the items in store.

When the Repository is closed, Mass cards for the Dead are available from the Sacristan, Mrs Theresa Morley.
All enquiries to Pamela James 8989 4578
SACRAMENTS
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BAPTISM

Parents wishing to have their child baptised should make an appointment to see Father Sammon. Appointments are made through the Parish Office on Monday/Wednesday/Friday between 10.00am and 2pm on 8989 2074. Subject to that meeting, parents may be invited to join a pre-Baptism course.

The course consists of two evenings and these are held in the Pastoral Centre. 

Parents of infants and/or young children may enter the Programme. Parents may also enter the Programme during the time of the mother’s pregnancy if they so wish.

Godparents are welcome and encouraged to attend the programme. 

Dates of the course are displayed in the church foyer 
PLEASE NOTE

Parents are requested to arrange baby sitters, as the evenings are not suitable for babies or young children.

Coordinator of pre-Baptism course – Maureen Brazier 8989 4119
FIRST RECONCILIATION & HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME

The programme commences in September and finishes end of May early June of the following year. Children from Year 3 upwards are invited to enrol in the programme. Sessions are held on a monthly basis. 

The children work in groups led by committed catechists. The classes usually last an hour and a half and are held on Saturday mornings in the Pastoral Centre. 

Parents are spiritually informed in separate sessions, as set out in the programme that is distributed at the initial parents evening. Parents should attend these sessions where a speaker is invited to assist them to an enrichment of faith at this time of sacramental encounter. 

Coordinator of First Reconciliation & Holy Communion

Marie Francis 8989 4814

Confirmation

Year 12 students are invited to join our programme, which consists of about 6-8 two hour weekly sessions of instruction, a Mass of enrolment, prayer sessions and a Day of Retreat etc.

A group of trained catechists work with the candidates, who are confirmed by Father Patrick Sammon, our Spiritual Director.

Co-ordinator Marie Francis - 0208 989 4814

The RCIA or ABC in Our Lady of Lourdes Parish

The initials RCIA stand for “Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults” which is the process by which adults are normally received into full communion with the Catholic Church; brought to completion by their receiving the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. Whilst it is still RCIA, for ease of explanation we are now calling this process

ABC – About Being Catholic

The process as a whole is not governed by a timetable because people come to Christ and his Church in God’s own time and not ours. The process takes as long as it takes!

The ABC group in the parish is part of this process and is there to help the person who wants to find out more about the Catholic Church; about what Catholics believe and the practise of their faith. We meet weekly usually beginning in September until about Pentecost. The group consists of a team of catechists and people enquiring about the Church. We seek to help introduce people into the life of the community by walking with them on a journey of faith.

The meetings start and finish with prayer and each week there is also input on a particular subject, followed by discussion, questions and explanation. Among the topics covered are the Creeds of the Church, the Sacraments, Mary the Mother of God, and the Bible in the life of the Catholic person.

There is no pressure on anybody to join the Catholic Church at any time: the group looks to help people on their own journey of discovery.

Those people who do wish to come into full communion with the Catholic Church are prepared to receive the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and First Holy Communion at the Easter Vigil.

Anybody wishing to enquire further should speak to Father Sammon. 

You may also contact Marie Francis the coordinator on 020 8989 4814

MARRIAGE

Couples contemplating marriage should note that at least six months notice is required to allow adequate time for preparation. For further information please contact Father Patrick Sammon on 8989 2074.

RECONCILIATION

Saturdays from 10.00am to 10.30am & 5.30pm to 6pm and on request at the presbytery if a priest is available.

WHAT TO DO IF SOMEONE IS IN HOSPITAL

If there is someone known to you in hospital from the parish, please let one of the following : Father Sammon, or one of the Pastoral Assistants (Caroline Anthony, Maureen Brazier, Audrey Castelino, Christine Curtis, Louise Jarvis, Sheila Lovell, Margaret Monahan) know so that a visit can be arranged to the person.

Please give the person’s full name and the name of the ward that the patient is in, the necessary arrangements will then be made to visit. 

This is important as hospitals will not, because of the Data Protection Act, divulge information on patients.

Schools                                  
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SCHOOLS IN THE PARISH

PRIMARY

Our Lady of Lourdes

Chestnut Drive

Wanstead

E11 2TA

Tel: 020 8989 9521

St. Joseph’s Convent Independent Primary School for Girls

59 Cambridge Park

Wanstead

E11 2PR

Tel: 020 8989 4700

SECONDARY SCHOOLS SERVING THE PARISH

Canon Palmer Comprehensive 

Aldborough Road South

Seven Kings

Ilford

IG3 8EU

Tel: 020 8590 3808

Holy Family Catholic College

Walthamstow House Site

1 Shernhall Street

Walthamstow 

London E17 3EA

Tel: 020 8520 0482

Ilford Ursuline High School for Girls

Morland Road

Ilford

Essex IG1 4JU

Tel: 020 8554 1995

St. Angela’s Ursuline Convent School (Girls)

St Georges Road

Forest Gate 

E7 8HX

Tel: 020 8472 6022

St. Bonaventure’s (Boys)

Boleyn Road

Forest Gate

E7 9QD

Tel: 020 8472 3844

Trinity Catholic High School

Mornington Road

Woodford Green

Essex

1G8 0TP

Tel:  Upper Site; 020 8504 3419

Tel:  Lower Site; 020 8504 8946

CHILDREN WHO ATTEND NON CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Instructions in the Catholic faith for children who attend non-Catholic schools are held each Wednesday from 5pm to 6pm in the Pastoral Centre. Ages range from 5 years upwards and the children are grouped by age. They are instructed in the Gospel stories, the lives of the Saints, seasonal topics in the liturgical calendar, Holy Mass, prayer and how to pray the Rosary, how to read the word of God and sing hymns. In May and October the children do worksheets on Mary. 

Children enjoy the sessions and usually leave when they obtain admission into Catholic schools. 

For details please contact Marie Francis on 8989 4814

Parish Groups
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ST VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY

The Society of St Vincent de Paul is an international organisation of men and women who practise Christianity by helping those in need on a person-to-person basis.

It meets fortnightly in the Pastoral Centre on Thursday evenings to pray and consider the needs of suffering or deprived people in the area.

New members of both groups are always welcome and anyone who is interested in joining this worthwhile work may obtain more information from the President of our Conference, President Don O’Driscoll 8518 8564.
Our Lady of Lourdes BEREAVEMENT GROUP

The role of the Group is to assist the priests in supporting those who have been recently bereaved or are grieving.

First contact can be made with the group at the Funeral Service, or through the Parish Priest.

Monthly meetings are also held to encourage the bereaved to meet and talk with other bereaved families and to share their experiences. Visits can also be arranged when needed.

A book of remembrance, commemorating the names of deceased members of the Parish for the last thirty years, is displayed in the Church and updated every year by a professional calligrapher. For further information contact: - 

Mary Daniels 020 8989 4485

House Groups        

There are five of these groups in the parish and they consist of people coming together in small groups to share their faith and support one another. 

Essentially the group reflects on ‘what is our Catholic Faith’ and how we can live it out with hope and courage in our daily lives. 

The evenings begin and finish with prayer so as to bring everyone into the presence of God and pray with and for each other. 

No one has to be ‘holy’ to join, as the evenings are for people to just accept the invitation of Christ who says ‘Come to me as you are’ believers, half believers and questioners. The evenings last about an hour. 

For information of how to join and the address of the nearest group please contact Maureen Brazier 8989 4119.

PRAYER & REFLECTION GROUP

The current Prayer Group has developed from the original group set up several years ago by Sister Dominic, late of the Mercy Convent, who wanted to bring members of the Parish together to share in their love of prayer and reflect on the scriptures.

Approximately 10 t0 20 of us meet each Monday evening in the Canon Booker room of the Pastoral Centre. It is a wonderful opportunity to meet fellow parishioners and “share” a quiet hour of reflection.

New members are always welcome, and anyone can just pop in on a Monday evening, there is no obligation to attend every week. Any alterations or announcements regarding the group are made in the Parish Newsletter and now also on our Parish Web Site. 

For any information please contact Peter Reilly on:  8989 2670 

The Vines and Branches

A Catholic Group for young Adults

The Vine and Branches is a Catholic group for young adults (18+), meeting at 8pm on the second and fourth Friday of each month in the Booker room of the Parish Centre at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Wanstead.

 

During our Friday meetings, we study the readings for the following Sunday and we also regularly have guest speakers. The evening usually finishes in the local pub, where we continue the debates and catch-up on each other’s lives. We also have social events, where we for example go bowling, have dinner in town, go ice-skating or go to the cinema.

 

The main idea of the Vine and Branches is to allow young adults to strengthen their faith by sharing their knowledge and experience as young believers. 

New members are always welcome. 

 

For more information please contact:
Nolwenn Mitchell on 0208 590 9097


CATHOLIC FELLOWSHIP

The Fellowship, formally known as the Catholic Handicapped Fellowship was set up about forty years ago as a support group for families with children with disabilities. It still serves this purpose but over the years it has grown and now provides many other activities.

We now have a Day Care Service, which provides parents with care for their children on Wednesdays and Fridays during the long summer holidays. We also arrange a long weekend holiday in autumn mid-term. We prepare members for the Sacraments and serve as a source of information for our members. Pilgrimages are arranged to Lourdes, Walsingham and Aylesford. We have outings to the theatre, dogs and restaurants among other places. At the moment our most popular activity is a trip on alternative Mondays to the pub with our older members.

To provide these activities and the others we need volunteers from the parishes. We are very grateful to the many we have, some of whom come from Our Lady of Lourdes. We always welcome new volunteers and if you would like to be one of these volunteers, please get in touch with either:

Ann Kyndt 8989 9032 Roma de Silva 8989 9042   Raphaela Derrick 8530 2936

KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMBA

The Knights of St Columba are the largest order for Catholic Laymen in the UK. The order pursues a range of activities including organising events for young people and supporting organisations, which promote virtue, respect for human life and the welfare of the family. The order also works to help with social problems, such as unemployment and poverty. For further information on the Knights within the parish, please contact Willie Burns on 8989 8029

CAFOD

The Catholic Agency for Overseas Development – or CAFOD – is the official overseas aid charity of the Catholic Church in England and Wales, which enables communities worldwide to cope with the realities of living with poverty, famine, persecution and natural disaster.

A CAFOD Group was established in Wanstead in June 2000 after Father Sammon became Parish Priest. Although still small – there are approximately 8 people active in the group – it aims to support CAFOD’s projects by raising awareness and fundraising.

In addition to fundraising for specific projects there are two annual collections, the Lenten Fast and the Harvest Family Fast envelopes. Money raised in this way is used by CAFOD to continue their work with long-term projects and to respond to emergencies as they occur anywhere in the world.

The Group regularly fund raise and seek to raise awareness for all CAFOD projects. New members are always welcome and if you are willing to help please get in touch with: - 

Parish Contact:  Pat Pugh 8989 2001

SOCIAL Activities in the Parish
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE

We are most fortunate in Wanstead to have a great diversity of people and talents in our Parish. For many years, the great cry from all sides was the need to have a Parish Centre to enable people to meet socially together and to lay the foundation to build a strong, active and growing community. Now our dreams have come true and we are indeed blessed to have such a fabulous facility a few steps from the Church with the opening of our Pastoral Centre. Now we must get to work ensuring that we do build that strong community and meet socially. Of course in a large parish, that does require a lot of volunteers. It is often said that if many would do a little, then nobody would be overburdened.

The Social and Fundraising Group meet regularly in the Pastoral Centre to plan, discuss or prepare for forthcoming social events. The group is open to all parishioners, and it is not compulsory to help at every event. The group usually draws up a ‘Calendar of Events’ for the year so that there are social events taking place each month and these are always advertised in the newsletter and by posters on the notice boards. This provides a lot of variety for the Parish, but at the same time allows space and flexibility for other Parish groups to host fundraising events. 

 We always need new people and new ideas to help us. Remember, everyone can be involved and there is no special skill apart from a willingness to work together to build a supportive and friendly Parish. If you can help please contact the Chairperson Margaret Monahan on 8530 3809 

Senior social club

The Senior Social Club is a vibrant and friendly group for all – women and men – who are over sixty years of age. The club meets on Wednesdays from 1.30pm to 4.00pm in the Pastoral Centre. The basic programme generally consists of a quiz, three games of Bingo, keep fit exercises, dancing, raffle and refreshments. A “Special Event” is held each month, and coach outings are also a feature of our activities.

Annual Membership is £5. Weekly subscriptions members 50p, visitors £1. Special Events – members £1 and visitors £1 50

For further information please contact: - Sheila Lovell Tel: 8539 9481

PARISH POETRY GROUP

We are a lively group from diverse backgrounds reading a wide variety of poetry and sharing our thoughts and ideas. A few of our members are budding poets in their own right. Meetings are held monthly on Tuesday or Wednesday evenings in the Pastoral Centre, starting at 8.00pm and lasting about one and a half hours. 

For further detail contact; Olive Flynn 8530 3094 or Jacqui Millea 8530 2974

MONDAY NETBALL GROUP

We are a group of women who get together to play netball on an informal basis. We don’t compete in a league  and this group would probably not suit teenagers or anyone who takes their sport very seriously. Our aim is exercise and enjoyment. Most of us hadn’t played for years until joining this session. We play on Monday nights at 9.00pm at Leyton Sixth Form College, Essex Road. (near Whipps Cross Hospital) 

If you are interested please contact: - 

Eleanor Toms 8989 0340 or Lila Winger 8989 1997

Social Dancing

A social dance, (ballroom, Latin – American, line, sequence, disco) is held in the Pastoral Centre 1 30 – 4 pm on the first Sunday of each month. Admission £3 which includes refreshments.

For further information please contact: - Sheila Lovell Tel: 8539 9481
Finance
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The Parish Finance Committee is responsible for the effective running of the Parish Finances.

The Committee meets every two months and considers all income and expenditure matters on behalf of the Parish, with particular attention being paid to the financing of all major projects and building works.

The committee liases with the Diocese and the Parish Fund Raisers to ensure that we have funding and cash flow for Parish Initiatives.

The committee are responsible for Gift Aid (obtaining money from the Inland Revenue), Planned Giving Envelopes, Standing Orders and the Accounts for the Parish. Once the major building projects are complete the committee will be considering the development of a Parish Business Plan and Budget.

Offertory Giving

Our parish is supported by the parishioner’s donations at mass, and by donations for mass intentions, weddings, baptisms, funerals, special appeals and one off donations and legacies.

The Parish has established an approach to our giving that helps us maximise our income and be as simple as possible for our parishioners.

We would like all new and existing parishioners to have a Box of Offertory Envelopes, which we deliver to your home each March, or in the rest of the year for new parishioners a box of envelopes will given to them. These will have a unique number for each set of boxes that relates to your name. The unique number allows us to record donations made in a confidential manner and then make a claim from the Inland Revenue for 28p for each £ donated from the taxpayers in our community, as we are a charity. So if you gave £100 we could claim back £28 for example.

How is this done?

Quite simply. If you have an income from paid employment, a pension or from investments on which you are paying income tax or if you have paid capital gains tax we can claim back 28p for every pound given provided that a very simple Gift Aid Declaration Form is completed, these are available from the back of the Church or from the contacts named below. The only condition is that you must have paid the tax in the first place.

If you are a higher rate taxpayer there is also an additional benefit for yourself, as you can claim the difference between the higher rate, which you have already paid on your income and the basic rate which the church will have claimed back for yourself via your Self-assessment tax return.

Please remember that signing a Gift Aid Declaration Form does not commit you to a set amount of giving and should your financial circumstances change you can reflect that in the amount you donate to the parish.

We also encourage parishioners to consider setting up a Standing Order from their bank to the parish and we will provide the forms and details for those who are interested. Even if you have a Standing Order our experience has shown that a lot of our parishioners contribute to special collections or have given donations separately and we would therefore give you a set of envelopes for your use with its unique number so that we can record your giving and then we can claim the income tax back from the Inland Revenue.

The combination of Offertory Envelopes with their unique number, a completed Gift Aid Declaration Form and a Standing Order have helped the parish to develop an important part of our income so that we can continue to develop the community that is Our Lady of Lourdes Parish.

How to contact us.

For further information on any of the above points can be obtained from Keith Fernett 8530 2263 or Michele Murphy on 8556 7917, by request to the presbytery or to the parish office by email on wanstead@dioceseofbrentwood.org and we will provide the forms, offertory boxes and any information that is required.  

Offertory Counters

VOLUNTEERS to count the Offertory collection - three or four times a year only. Please contact Fr Sammon or Willie Burns 0208 989 8029.

YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE PARISH
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OUR LADY OF LOURDES UNDER 5 TODDLER GROUP

We have a friendly and sociable toddler group which provides the tea and sympathy needed for young mothers with active offspring! We meet every Tuesday in term time at the Pastoral Centre (next to the Church) from 1.30 to 3pm for a cup of tea and a biscuit. We have an array of toys and activities for the children and we would love to see you if you feel like a break or meeting other mums in or out of the parish. Come and join in one week. It’s only £1.00 and you’ll enjoy it! If you need any further information please ring 

Debbie Selner on 8989 5251.

OUR LADY OF LOURDES YOUTH CLUB

At present the Youth Club is held fortnightly on Friday evenings from 7.30-9.30pm for age groups Y7 to Y9. It is held in the Youth Hall, Chestnut Drive.

We aim to provide a safe environment for the young people of our Parish to meet and socialise, enabling them to keep in touch as they move to the various secondary schools.

The Committee organise a programme of events which include, Bingo, Quiz Nights, Discos, Bowling Trips and Club Nights when we can offer table-tennis, snooker, table football, football, volleyball, unihoc and a well stocked tuck shop.

We are well supported by a team of helpers who attend on a rota basis offering practical help and supervision.

We also have links with the Diocesan Youth Sports Committee and participate in some of their events during the year.

For more information please contact Noel O’Dowd 8928 1744.
BROWNIES AND GUIDES

The Parish has an active Brownie and Guide groups. The Brownies meet on Tuesday evenings at 6.00pm in the Youth Hall. The Guides meet on Wednesday evenings at 7.00pm also in the Youth Hall. New members are always welcome to join both groups.

For further information on both groups please contact 

Elizabeth Burton on 8556 8087

PARISH MISSION
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ASSOCIATION for the PROPAGATION of the FAITH (APF)
One of the Pontifical Mission Societies. The APF ensures that every Bishop in the Third World has the money he needs to enable his local priests and missionaries to preach the Gospel effectively; members also build up the church by their prayers.

The Parish in Wanstead has a strong tradition of supporting the APF through their Red Boxes. For details please contact the parish organiser: 

Catherine Burns via the Parish Office.

CONSOLATA ETHOPIAN MISSION

The Family Fast is supporting the Consolata Missionary Sisters working in Ethiopia. There are 16 sisters in four missions (Makanissa near Addis Ababa, Gambo, Mojo and Shamboo); they run ambulatory clinics and social centres for the promotion of women; they follow local teachers and help parents with sending their children to school; they assist Parishes in setting up pastoral activities and train those who are involved in them. They visit families especially when these are facing problems and difficulties and encourage people to work out a Christian reconciliation where the scars of the long war are still vivid.

KAKUMA GIRLS SCHOOL-KENYA

In January 1984, Sister Camillus from the Convent of Mercy went as a Missionary Sister to the Turkana Desert in North West Kenya not far from the Sudanese border, to open a Primary School for girls.

Nomadic people roam the desert area in search of food for themselves and their goats and camels. Apart from a small loincloth, the children came to school naked, but with help from Sister’s Institute and friends, she was able to clothe and feed them. 

Because of the facilities offered at the school, the girls settled with their mothers and in three years Sister had four hundred and fifty pupils clamouring for education.

When on home leave, it was suggested to Sister that she ask Monsignor Creede to speak at all masses one weekend. The result was that a number of Parishioners began to donate £5 or £10 on a monthly basis. Apart from a few donors who have died since 1988, the account at Barclays Bank, Wanstead Branch still remains healthy and money is sent regularly to the Bishop of Lodwai (a Kiltegan Priest) for the upkeep of Kakuma Girls School. 

New donors however would be most welcome. For more information please contact Sister Camillus at the Convent of Mercy. Tel: 8989 3142

COMMUNICATIONS
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NEWSLETTER

The newsletter contains parish activities on a weekly basis, including times of weekday and weekend Masses and Services. It includes an Editorial, up-to-date information about Parish Group meetings, liturgical or social events. Lists the Pastoral Team and Parish personnel, sacramental preparation and ABC. It may cover details on annual pilgrimages and details about Diocesan events. Each week there is a list of the sick of the Parish to be prayed for and a list of those whose anniversary of death occurs in that week. Those who have been Baptised or married and special anniversaries e.g. Silver or Golden Jubilees of Marriage are also recorded.

Parish Group leaders are requested to please send items directly to the Parish Office, and not via a third party. Items should be received by Wednesday.  All items may be e-mailed to the Parish, or dropped into the Presbytery, clearly marked Newsletter or Email at wanstead@dioceseofbrentwood.org
FOCUS  - THE PARISH MAGAZINE

Focus started as an initiative from the Parish Pastoral Council in 1997. A volunteer editorial team was set up and the first issue was published for Advent 1997. Since then we have prepared two or three issues a year. 

The magazine has been self-supporting from the outset with the cost of each issue being covered by advertising and the cover price, which was 50p initially and is now £1.00 due to rising costs.

The magazine is very much a Parish enterprise. Parishioners contribute articles and parishioners edit and prepare the magazine. A parishioner prints the final version. The magazine has always been professionally printed and bound, but the preparation has always been by dedicated volunteers working in their own time.

Contributions are welcome at any time and can be sent to the editor c/o the Presbytery or electronically by floppy disk or e-mail. We particularly welcome contributions from our younger parishioners. All items are considered and can include stories, reports, puzzles, jokes, cartoon etc.

Advertising is also welcomed as a way of covering costs of preparation and printing. If any parishioner wishes to advertise their business in Focus they should contact the Advertising Manager, Peter Reilly via the presbytery.

The main aims of the magazine are to inform, educate and entertain.

OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEB SITE

 The parish now has it’s own Web Site www.ourladyoflourdeswanstead.com which gives details of all parish groups, Ministries, mass times etc. These details can be amended or added to at any time. For further details please contact 

Fr Sammon 8989 2074

PASTORAL CENTRE – BOOKING

This is done by the Parish Secretary under the guidance of the Pastoral Centre Management Committee Chairman.

CHILD PROTECTION

(Safe Children, Safe Church)
It takes a village to raise a child is a phrase used to describe the responsibility that the whole community has in the care of its children. Within our church community many people give generously of their time and their skills for the children and young people our parish.

It is however, a sad reflection of our society that a small percentage of people abuse their position of responsibility and trust and it is for this reason that steps need to be taken to protect all the children and young people of our parish.

Nationally, the Church has appointed a Child Protection Officer in each Diocese with a responsible person in each parish. 

The role of this person will be to ensure that any person involved with children or young people within our parish will receive training on Child Protection issues and will be subjected to a CRB (criminal records bureau) check.

Every parishioner has a role in supporting this vital work. 

Our parish representative is Patricia Annesley who can be contacted via the Presbytery.

DIOCESE & DEANERY

The Dean of Redbridge is Father Paul Bruxby of St Augustine’s, Barkingside.

BRENTWOOD DIOCESAN Pastoral COUNCIL

Our BDPC Parish Representative is:  

Judith Smith Tel. 020 8518 8775

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN WANSTEAD

Our Parish Representatives are:

Maureen Brazier          Tel:  8989 4119

Sister Celestia             Tel:  8989 6186

Pat Pugh                      Tel:  8989 2001
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